
  EVAWQ: How we developed 
 

Since 1995 there have been several attempts by women’s sector services to establish 
a peak for the purpose of developing the capacity of the sector, and to improve         
engagement  strategies with government. In 2013 the idea for a peak was resurrected, 
and due to a good degree of interest representatives from a mix of networks and      
services across the state held a planning meeting in September to: 

 

 Progress the idea of forming an ‘alliance’ to enhance the unity of ‘violence against 

women services’.  

 Start the planning process for an annual statewide meeting of women services. 

 Establish commitment to ongoing participation in progressing the alliance/peak. 
 

Another five meetings were undertaken by the planning group with the  

primary focus being the planning and organisation of the statewide meeting.  
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First e-news of the EVAWQ peak  - SEPTEMBER 2014 
 

Welcome to the first e-news from Ending Violence Against 
Women Queensland—the peak body for Sexual Assault, 
Women’s Health and Domestic and Family Violence Services.   
 
 

E-news will be just one of the communication strategies that 
EVAWQ will utilise to keep members updated, particularly in its 
infancy.  I hope you enjoy the first e-news of the EVAWQ peak 
and if you have any queries please contact Diane Mangan on 
3156 2323 or email carla@dvconnect.org 

 

 

Carla de Simone - EVAWQ Secretariat 

STATEWIDE MEETING: Outcomes 

On the 5 February 2014, after many months of planning, the 
first annual statewide meeting of ‘violence against women    
services’ was held. 
 

There was a total of 80 attendees representing 68 services  
which included: Sexual Assault Services; Women’s Health 
Services; Women’s Refuges;  Regional Domestic Violence 
Services and Community Legal Services. 
 

Overall the day was very productive with many key              
discussions and decisions made. At the conclusion of the day 
the following outcomes were achieved: 
 

 Sector solidarity in the need for unification of women’s 
services 

 

 Agreement that the peak is needed and clarification that it 
is not a network 

 

 Opening of communication channels with the Department 
of Communities 

 

 A list of key issues that need to be considered in the     
development of a peak body 

 

 Identification of seven key points that best represented 
the types of terms of reference that participants  would 
like to see in the EVAWQ Peak 

 

 Draft value statement 
 

 Establishment of a steering committee . A total of 28 peo-
ple expressed interest in being part of the steering       
committee and another 62 people indicated that they were 
interested in being kept up to date on the progress of 
EVAWQ Peak. 

  

Ending Violence Against Women QLD                                                                                                
www.violenceagainstwomenqld.com.au 
Ph.(07)3156 2323 

The meeting was 

well attended with 

representation from  

a wide range services  

throughout the state 



Caboolture Regional Domestic Violence 
Service: Estrella Herzog 
Cairns Regional Domestic Violence Service: 
Amanda Lee-Ross 
Centre for Domestic and Family Violence 
Research: Heather Lovatt 
Children by Choice: Amanda Bradley 
Domestic Violence Resource Service 
(Mackay & Region) Inc: Jude Marshall 
DVConnect: Diane Mangan 
Gold Coast Centre Against Sexual Violence:       
Di Macleod 
Immigrant Women’s Support Service:   
Cecilia Barassi-Rubio 

Logan Women’s Health and Wellbeing Centre 
Inc: Stacey  Ross 
Madonna House: Lisa Marriage 
Mary & Martha’s Women’s Refuge (Lutheran 
Community Care): Karyn Rosenthal 
North QLD Domestic Violence Resource 
Service: Pauline Woodbridge    
Sera’s shelter: Lindy Edwards 
Sisters Inside: Debbie Kilroy 
Women’s House: Barb Crossing 
Working against Violence Support Service:  
Linda-Ann Northey 
Zig Zag Young Women’s Resource Centre 
Inc: Christy McGuire, Stephanie Anne 

STEERING COMMITTEE  UPDATES 
Since our statewide meeting the steering committee has been working hard to progress 
the formal establishment of the peak with significant progress achieved. Such        achieve-
ments include: 
 

Six teleconferences and one face to face meeting  
Each month a teleconference has occurred and DVConnect  hosted 
the first face to face meeting of the steering committee on June 23. 
The meeting was well attended and a great deal of work was 
achieved. Despite a camera being available we unfortunately forgot 
to take pictures of the steering committee in action so the picture to 
the right will have to suffice! (FYI - board meeting of  the Equal      
Suffrage League of St. Louis in 1912 ). 
 

Establishment of steering committee sub-committees 
Peak model; Terms of reference; Membership and Communication and consultation     sub
-committees have all been established. All groups met and provided great progress for the 
work that occurred in the face to face meeting. 
 

Development of the EVAWQ website - www.violenceagainstwomenqld.com.au 
With much revision, attention to detail and patience  a website for the EVAWQ Peak has 

been developed. Thank you to Linda-Ann and the in-kind support 
from Working Against Violence Support Service and Logan Wom-
en’s Health  & Wellbeing Centre Inc. in designing and developing the 
website. The website will be a work in progress and the steering 
committee intends to utilise it frequently as a communication and 

consultation strategy.  The website went live on Friday 15 August.  

Securing the pro bono services of a legal firm 
Diane approached the Queensland Public Interest Law Clearing House (QPILCH)       
seeking information and pro bono legal support to assist in the establishment of a legal 
entity for the peak.  After many return phone calls it has been confirmed that EVAWQ has 
secured pro bono legal assistance from a law firm. A range of models have been          

investigated and the steering committee are in the process of finalizing the model.  

Communication with the Department of Communities 
There has been communication with the Department of Communities who have indicated 
their interest in meeting with representatives from the peak steering committee. There was 
an agreement made to have four representatives from the steering committee  who are 
prepared to meet with the Department on behalf of the peak. 
 

EVAWQ logo  
The development of an EVAWQ logo is still in progress and due to be finalised in the next 
month. Thanks to the in-kind support of  the Cairns Regional Domestic Violence Service  
for the work so far on developing an EVAWQ Peak logo.  Please check the website for any 
updates or consultations on the EVAWQ logo.  

 

Thank you to the steering committee for your continued commitment and hard work. 

Acknowledgements go to the following agencies for their financial support of the Peak    

Secretariat position: DVConnect, Centre for Domestic & Family Violence Research,            

Lutheran Community Care, Sera’s, North QLD Domestic Violence Resource Service , Sisters 

Inside. 

WHERE TO FROM HERE? 

 Monthly steering committee meetings and quarterly e-news 
 

 Peak Model to be finalised and Membership fees to be set with details of how to      
become a member of EVAWQ being distributed in the next e-news edition 

 

 Start planning the first inaugural meeting of the Ending Violence Against Women 

STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

http://www.violenceagainstwomenqld.com.au

